
Configuring and Navigating Chromatogram Window NIST26
Video/Associated Handout

James Little
Mass Spec Interpretation Services 
April 24, 2026
mzinterpretation.com

See Full Course on NIST26 with new Integrated Deconvolution/Library Searching 
for EI GC-MS and LC-MS/MS!

mzinterpretation.com


Setup for NIST26 Chromatogram Window

➢ Very windows compliant
➢ Consistent approach in Chromatogram and Other Windows within NIST Search
➢ Demonstrated for EI and MS/MS in MS/MS Chromatogram window
➢ Essentially same setup in EI and MS/MS conceptually
➢ Lots of In-program help and detailed Users’ Manual 



Help Options (1 of 3)

➢ Help right corner many windows
➢ V4.0 User’s Manual 

F1

Right corner Help

User’s Manual



➢ Help from Menu bar
➢ Help topics
➢ Other useful topics accessed in Help Topics
➢ Tips for EI, Tips for Tandem, What’s New

Help Options (2 of 3)

Help Bar 
Menu

➢ Click on Help Topics can:
➢ Select contents for general categories
➢ Index for Pages
➢ Search for Key Words

What’s New

What’s New



➢ Within Chromatogram and other functions
➢ F1 on keyboard will display very useful help files
➢ When Chromatogram opened with no results shown, see Fig. 1
➢ When open with an EI File results shown, Fig. 2
➢ When open with a MS/MS File shown, Fig. 3
➢ Fig. 2 and 3 show more specific information, Fig. 1 more general!

Help Options (3 of 3)

Fig. 2 Fig. 3Fig. 1

No File Results when 
program opens

EI File Results when 
program opens

MS/MS File Results when 
program opens



➢ Suggested Properties, Many Others by Right Clicking on Bottom Window and Selecting Properties
➢ All windows offer additional processing options with Right Click

➢ Select “Include Advanced Results” 
➢ keyboard F1 or Help for definitions



Move Position of Properties Displayed by Left Click and Drag 

“Stretch Columns” by left click and drag, see double arrow to grab side of a column 

Left Clicking on column sorts results by that property, click twice to change from high to low value



All windows can be resized by letting mouse pause on the side or bottom of window to see “doubled sided” arrow, 
left click and drag



Abundances can be compressed on baseline, often easier to visualize using Abundance Axis “Log”
Notice, Abundance Axis on Left, Total Ion Current, TIC, on right

Right click in 
chromatogram at top 
and select to get menu



Left Click and Drag in Chromatogram Window to Expand and Limit Results in Bottom List

Undo by Right Clicking in 
Chromatogram and Undo 
zoom



Zooming and “Unzooming” Windows

➢ All spectral windows in the NIST Program can be zoomed by “left click and drag” and forming a box
➢ Almost all windows can be “Unzoomed” by “right clicking and select Undo Zoom
➢ All windows can be “Unzoomed” by “double left clicking” in the window
➢ The spectral display can only be “unzoomed” by “double left clicking”

Or “double left clicking” 
in window

Only “double left clicking” in window in 
Chromatogram Window to “Unzoom”



Standard Display on Bottom Right

Floating Window

Showing Structures on Butterfly Display, Right Click on window, “add structure on plot”



➢ As circles in either 
chromatogram or a component 
in table are clicked,  results are 
previewed in top pane

➢ MS2 of spectrum is shown in 
top spectrum of butterfly plot 
(“Head to tail”)

➢ Library search results shown in 
bottom

➢ Spectrum format changed by 
tabs on bottom of plot, e.g. 
“Head to tail” my favorite

Reviewing Identities Noted in Chromatographic Plot and List in “Butterfly” Head to Tail Plot



Left click on first entry in bottom window, then step through with keyboard arrows to review results



Show Selected to remove unwanted entries, always undo by Show All

Use Shift to select continuous ranges of cells or rows in a table by clicking the 
first item, holding Shift, and clicking the last item. Use Ctrl to select non-adjacent 
(separate) items by clicking each item while holding down Ctrl.

Use Ctrl and Shift Keys with Left Click to Select Items in the Bottom Window
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